
January 2024� G&A 69

PROOFHOUSE

68� G&A January 2024 

Strasser RS 700 6.5 Creedmoor

STRASSER RS 700
TYPE Bolt action

CARTRIDGE 6.5mm Creedmoor

CAPACITY 3+1 rds.

BARREL 22 in., 1:8-in. twist

OVERALL 
LENGTH 43.5 in.

WEIGHT 7 lbs., 8 oz.

STOCK AG Composites

LENGTH OF PULL 13.65 in.

FINISH Anodized (aluminum)

TRIGGER 2 lbs., 6 oz. (tested)

SIGHTS None

MSRP $3,599

IMPORTER Strasser, Strasser-usa.com

STRAIGHT-PULL 700
STRASSER IS A RIFLE COMPANY� that deserves bet-
ter recognition in the United States. Based in Austria, 
the company got its start in the 1980s making parts 
for the European Space Association. They were suc-
cessful in this demanding field because they were one 
of the earliest European purchasers of a Coordinated 
Measuring Machine (CMM). While almost prohibi-
tively expensive, the CMM allowed Strasser to hold 
tolerances that no one else could at the time.

Strasser turned to manufacturing firearms in 1990 
for another premium European firearms brand, and it 
continues to manufacture parts for European firearms 
manufacturers today. Only recently has Strasser begun 
making rifles under its own name. The first rifles to 
arrive in America were RS 14 models with switch- 
barrel, straight-pull actions featuring different levels of 
engraving and several types of stocks (“Proofhouse,” 
June 2021). For 2024, Strasser is introducing its first 
rifle featuring an action with a Model 700 footprint.

Configuring the Strasser receiver to fit the 700 
footprint brings all of the aftermarket support of the 

Remington Model 700 to the smoothest and lightest 
straight-pull receiver on the market. Any stock or 
chassis that accommodates a 700 receiver will work 
on the Strasser. The same can be said for any trigger 
that works on a Model 700; these, too, will work on the 
Strasser RS 700. There is some sear height variation 
among triggers that fit the 700, but Guns & Ammo’s 
staff confirmed that both Timney and Trigger Tech 
triggers come with the correct sear height to operate 
the RS 700 without modification. This should be the sit-
uation with most — but not all — aftermarket triggers.

Unlike previous Strasser rifles, the RS 700 doesn’t 
use a steel barrel extension. The steel bolt head locks 
into lug abutments machined into the steel receiver. 
Each Strasser bolt has four radial locking lugs that use 
the motion of the bolt handle to move in to and out of 
battery. Pulling the bolt handle back moves an internal 
steel block rearward, allowing the locking lugs to move 
inward and off the lug abutments. Pushing the handle 
forward moves the steel block forward, forcing the lugs 
outward to rest against the lug abutments.

Strasser bolts have 
four radial locking 
lugs that secure in 
and out of battery 
with the movement 
of the bolt handle. 
The bolt is also 
reversible, allowing 
ambidextrous oper-
ation.

Straight bolt 
actions may need 
some getting used 
to among tradi-
tional bolt-action 
shooters. However, 
proficiency with a 
straight pull equates 
to unmatched 
followup shot time. 
Firmly a European 
design, straight-pull 
actions are becom-
ing increasingly 
common in the US.
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The novel receiver design 
is also durable. Proof 
ammunition used to test all 
rifles of European manufac-
ture is loaded to 30 percent 
above maximum safe 
pressures. Each rifle must 
remain functional after fir-
ing several rounds of proof 
ammunition. The Strasser 
receiver remains intact and 
functional — even when 
only one locking lug is 
sitting against the lug abut-
ment! Part of the secret to 
Strasser’s robust design is 
its material selection. While 
many customers sing praises of stainless steel receivers 
for superior corrosion resistance (an accurate assessment), 
manufacturers often prefer stainless because it is easier 
to machine. However, Strasser uses 4140 chromoly steel 
for its receivers because it is a better choice in the case 

of a high-pressure event. 
Obstructed bores and other 
issues that would cause a 
stainless action to crack or 
fail under pressure are more 
easily contained when using 
4140. Alloy 4140 also has 
the advantage of feeling 
smoother when cycling the 
bolt.

The smoothness of the 
RS 700 cannot be over-
stated. The rising American 
generation created the “fid-
get spinner” to keep idle 
hands busy. Running the RS 
700’s bolt is the rifleman’s 

equivalent of a fidget spinner. Cycling this bolt is as effort-
less as any rifle tested, regardless of the type or cost.

The barrel on the RS 700 is made by Lothar Walther. 
The one sent to G&A for evaluation came chambered in 
6.5 Creedmoor, was 22 inches long, had a 1-in-8-inch twist 

Timney’s Elite Hunter trigger, adjustable from 2 to 4 pounds was 
installed on Guns & Ammo’s test model. Trigger Tech triggers may 
also be installed without issue.

The match-grade, cold extruded barrel measured 22 inches, having a 
1-in-8-inch twist rate. The end of the barrel is threaded M14x1, but 
an included adapter changes that to the common 5⁄8x24.

A length of accessory rail is installed at the front of the handguard. A 
sling swivel stud can be found at the rear, just under the recoil pad.

The recoil lug sits between the barrel and action, which are con-
nected by a 11⁄16x16 UN thread pitch. This thread pitch offers 
potential for aftermarket barrel changes in the U.S.

Combining the Remington 700 footprint with a straight-pull action is 
a fantastic blend of European and American designs. This results is a 
rifle that feels familiar, but operates in a more efficient way.



72� G&A | January 2024 | STRASSER RS 700 6.5 CREEDMOOR January 2024 | G&A 73

rate, and was threaded M14x1. An adapter that changes 
the thread pitch from M14x1 to 5⁄8x24 is included with each 
rifle. The contour is light enough for hunting, but heavy 
enough to accommodate a suppressor. It is a button-rifled 
barrel and performed well in the accuracy and function 
testing protocols.

The barrel threads into the receiver with a 11⁄16x16 UN 

thread pitch and uses a barrel nut to set headspace. The 
recoil lug is sandwiched between the barrel nut and the 
receiver. Using the barrel nut makes swapping barrels easy 
when used with the appropriate headspace gauges. The 
rifleman could order pre-fit barrels in the mail and install 
them at home with the barrel nut and headspace gauges. 
No final machining would be necessary to finish the rifle. 

It would be a simple matter to have 
several barrels of different chamber-
ings and lengths to use one rifle for 
many different types of hunts. Only 
the cartridge case head diameter and 
overall cartridge length would have to 
remain unchanged.

 The stock on the RS 700 is made 
by AG Composites from carbon fiber. 
These stocks are frequently seen on 
custom-built rifles because of the light 
weight and rigidity they offer. The 

Made by MDT, the AICS-type magazine fits flush to the bottom 
metal. In 6.5 Creedmoor, these offer a capacity of three-plus-one 
rounds, as is the case for other non-magnum chamberings. 

The firing-pin indicator is at the rear of the 
bolt, showing whether the rifle is cocked or 
uncocked. When cocked, the indicated is vis-
ible and tangible in the bolt. It remains even 
when the safety is engaged (above, middle).

Carbon fiber is the material of choice for many custom rifle stocks 
due to its rigidity and light weight. These traits are recognizable in 
the RS 700, which weighs 71/2 pounds.

Unlike an M700 action, a small steel column 
under the bolt handle must be pulled back 
in order for the bolt to be removed.
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stock on 
the RS 700 
is inlet-
ted for a 
Remington 
Model 700 
footprint 
and has 
two aluminum pillars that support 
the receiver. When the action screws 
tighten, they pull the receiver into 
contact with the two pillars, ensuring 
that the distance between the receiver 
and the bottom metal is correct for 
reliable feeding from the magazine. 
The stock has one sling swivel stud 
near the toe and a section of Picatinny 
rail underneath the forend.

The magazine that comes with 
the Strasser RS 700 is a flush-fit, 
three-round model made by Modu-
lar Driven Technologies (MDT). It is 
AICS pattern, so there are a number 
of magazine capacities available on 
the aftermarket. The bottom metal 
that secures the magazine sits flush 
with the stock and has the magazine 
release integrated into the trigger-
guard. Releasing the magazine is a 
small matter of 
extending the 
trigger finger 
to contact the 
paddle. The 
integration of 
release into the 
triggerguard pre-
vents accidental 
activation when 

carrying the 
rifle afield.

Bore-
sighting the 
rifle prior 
to accuracy 
testing 
involved 

removing the bolt to sight down the 
barrel. The bolt release is unlike that 
of any rifle G&A has tested. There is 
a small steel column located under-
neath the bolt handle in the recess cut 
into the stock. The recess is where the 
bolt handle would normally sit when 
the action is closed. The column is 
held in place under spring tension, 
so removing the bolt involves pulling 
the column away from the rifle while 
easing the bolt rearward. The bolt can 
be lifted up and out of the rifle before 
the bolt body impacts the stock’s 
comb.

Straight-pull rifles offer unprece-
dented speed for follow-up shots. 
Cycling a straight-pull bolt also dis-
turbs the firing position less because 
it requires less movement from the 
rifleman. Combining the benefits of 

a straight-pull 
receiver with the 
robust aftermar-
ket of the Rem-
ington 700 gives 
the American 
rifleman more 
relevant options 
than there ever 
were before. 

PERFORMANCE

LOAD
VEL. 
(FPS) ES SD

BEST 
GROUP 

(IN.)

AVG. 
GROUP 

(IN.)

Hornady 140-gr. ELD-M 2,617 47 20.7 .37 .54

SIG Sauer 140-gr. OTM 2,745 51 22.1 .67 .77

Norma 130-gr. HPBT 2,746 54 24.2 .81 .94


